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JFK Rehearsed 
Death at Hotel 



'DEATH OF A PRESIDENT' 



NEW TORE, Jan. 24 (UP!) 
— A grim-faced President 
Kennedy acted out his own 
assassination for his wife 
and an aide in their hotel 



room only two hours before 
the real one occurred. 

“We're heading into nut 
country today," he warned 
Jacqueline Kennedy after 
they were shown a black 
bordered “welcome” ad- 
vertisement in a Dallas 
newspaper accusing Kenne- 
dy of taking part In a 
Communist conspiracy. 

This ironic foretaste of 
tragedy was described in 
the second Look magazine 
1 n s t a 1 1 m e n fc of William 
Manchester’s book. "The 
Death of a President,” 
published Monday. 

The article also pictures 
President Johnson after 
the shooting as a slumped 
figure, dazed and fearful of 
a plot, while his wife, Lady 
Bird, wrote in a notebook 
she carried to record her 
“never-to-be-forgotten mo- 
ments.” 

Manchester is critical of 
the presidential Secret Ser- 
vice bodyguard on two 
counts: Their immobility in 
the crucial seconds after 
the first, nonfatal, bullet 
struck Kennedy; and the 
conflicts and confusion 
created by “the allegiance 
of individual agents to a 
man, not an office.” 

And. he describes "an al- 



most total collapse of dis- 
cipline” by the staff at 
Parkland Hospital as doc- 
tors fought to preserve the 
last spark of life in Presi- 
dent Kennedy. 

/r Only hours earliem 

' Kennedy'- had faced the 'l 
fact that he could be an / 
easy target for a deter- 
mined attacker/* This was 
in his hotel room in Fort 
Worth as he and Mrs. 
Kennedy waited for the 
flight to Dallas.") 

Presidential aide Ken- 
neth O'Donnell showed 
Kennedy the advertisement 
placed in the Dallas News by 
rightwing detractors. Under 
the heading. “Welcome, Mr. 
Kennedy to Dallas,” the ad 
accused the President of re- 
sponsibility for the Im- 
prisonment, starvation and 
persecution of “thousands 
of Cubans,” said he was 
selling food to Communist 
soldiers killing Americans 
in Vietnam and hinted he 
had reached a secret 
agreement with the 



Communist party in the 
United States. 

"He read each word," 
Manchester wrote. "His 
face was grim, and he 
handed it to Jackie. Her 
vivacity disappeared; she 
felt sick. The President 
shook his head. Slowly, he 
said to her, "Oh, you know, 
we’re going into nut coun- 
try today." 

•Then, pacing about the 
room, Kennedy began to 
think about the possibility 
of an assassin's attack. He 
observed to his wife that 
the night before when they 
arrived at the hotel "would 
have been a hell of a night 
to assassinate a President." 

SIMULATES GUN 

" T mean it,’ he said. 
‘There was the rain, and 
the night, and we were all 
getting jostled. 

"Suppose a man had a 
pistol in a briefcase.’ He 
gestured vividly, pointing 
his rigid index finger at the 
wall and Jerking his thumb 
twice to show the action of 
the hammer. Then he 
could have dropped the 
gun and the briefcase’ — in 
pantomime, he dropped 
them and whirled in a 
tense crouch — ‘and melt- 
ed away in the crowd’." 

But Manchester said this 
was simply Kennedy’s way 
of shaking off the effects 
of the ad. He said the Presi- 
dent spoke casually and 
Mrs. Kennedy took his re- 
marks lightly. 

In the last hours of his 
life, Nov. 22, 1963, Kennedy 
was much more occupied 
with the political feud be- 
tween conservative Gov. 
John B. Connally Jr. and 
liberal Sen. Ralph Yarbor- 
ough that had drawn him 
to Texas. As Lee Harvey Os- 
wald prepared his sniper’s 
perch at the sixth floor 
window of the Texas 
School Book Depository in 
Dallas, Kennedy was mak- 
ing sure that Yarborough 
rode with Vice President 
and Mrs. Johnson in the 
motorcades to the Fort 
Worth airport and through 
Dallas. 

CRITICAL 

In his minute-by-minute 
account of the assassina- 
tion, Manchester spares 
few of the gory details. He 
also is critical of police for 
not spotting Oswald, clear- 
ly visible to at least four 
witnesses, in the window of 



the deserted book deposito- 
ry, and of others for allow- 
ing the President’s per- 
sonal physician, Dr. George 
Burkley, to wind up in a 
bus at the end of the 
motorcade in "an undigni- 
fied scramble for seats" at 
Dallas’ Love Field. 

After the first shot, 
which wounded Kennedy 
but not fatally, the Presi- 
dent’s bodyguards "were In 
a position to take evasive 
action . . . but for five ter- 
rible seconds, they were im- 
mobilize d," Manchester 
said.’ 

Manchester said that 
"the reflexes of the agents 
nearest the President were 
crucial In those seconds" 
when Oswald was taking 
deliberate aim for his sec- 
ond and final count. But, 
he said, reflexes of White 
House bodyguards are not 
tested and even though 
they admit a man of 40 is 
"old" on his detail, they are 
assigned to the job by 
seniority. The two In the 
presidential car were Roy 
Kellerman, 53, and William 
Greer, 48. 

It was the second bullet 
that destroyed the Presi- 
dent’s brain, Manchester 
said, and the damage to 
the skull and the "red 
sheet" of blood that flowed 
from It convinced the First 
Lady her husband was 
dead. 

At the hospital she was 
amazed to learn that he 
still was clinically alive 
and that was when she de- 
cided to enter the small 
room where 14 doctors 
surrounded the President 
though, according to 
Manchester, only three 
were necessary. 



